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The project to upgrade the Kangaroo Island Airport has been a long time coming, but it is now on
track to be delivered before the end of 2017.

This project promises to provide exciting and potentially valuable opportunities for local business
operators, and over recent months, the Airport Upgrade Pilot program has worked to assist local
businesses to be ready for the tender process to carry out construction works on the new airport

extension.

This Pilot was an initial stage of the Transformation Project undertaken by the Office of the
Commissioner for Kangaroo Island, and it sought out and trained interested operators, in partnership

with TAFE SA, Kangaroo Island Council, KI Hire and Scott Wilson Stonemasonry.

Support services were delivered to 10 Kl businesses to enhance their ability to tender and seven
businesses secured Council pre-qualifications. Two business owners were put through Recognition
of Prior Learning (RPL) to increase their Building Licence qualifications, with one business owner

securing a Building Supervisors Licence.

In addition, 13 business owners and staff completed the Department of State Development and TAFE

SA two-day Tender Ready workshop.

28 Licences were secured for use of elevated platform machinery (Yellow Card) and a further 22

licences were secured for use of Skid Steer and Excavator machinery.

So far, this Pilot has seen the employment of additional staff and the appointment of apprentices, and

the project has received funding in excess of $72,000 including $28,000 from the Office of the

Commissioner, $16,000 from the Department of State Development, $7,300 from businesses
participating in the program and $21, 000Fuhd. ntm t he Aus
kind training support via the provision of training facilities, sites and machinery has come from

Kangaroo Island Council, KI Hire and Scott Wilson Stonemasonry.
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General builders, Kauppila Pty Ltd, owners Luke and Sharon Kauppila, have worked hard and been

rewarded with a 12 month placement in the Federal Government Ausindustry Entrepreneurs program,

which will assist them to implement new software programs and improve their business management

systems. They are also working with a high end construction business mentor to guide future

business. The business has added two employees since March 2016, and has taken on a 16-year-old

apprentice carpenter, from Kingscote Campus.

iThe program has helped us t o p pthehusiness, aewellab ant

action plan with time frames. Working with specialist business mentors gives you the confidence to
put time (and money) into the process and we
Another local business to benefit from the Pilot program is A & G Willson, Earthmoving. They are
obtaining assistance from DPTI to gain accreditation for a new quarry on Kangaroo Island for pre-
gualification for the supply of pavement materials. A quarry inspection has been done and final
samples were sent for testing in late September. They also have an application with the Mines
Department to extend the lease from one hectare to 10 hectares, which would provide 20 years of

stock. It is expected to have this application passed by late October 2016.

Tony Willson is pleased with the progress. fAThe
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|l sland is unprecedented, 0 he said. AThe assistance pr

and her office has been integraltouspur sui ng t hese opportunities.
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Craigbs Plumbing is anot her busiQGrag¥aze and higwifekJanepar t i n

have developed a Comprehensive Capability Statement and WHS manual, and this has already

enabled them to tender for and win one part of the Penneshaw CWMS project. As a result of their

recent growth, they have been able to employ one additional plumber. They too are pleased with the

devel opment s. AThis is a golden opportuni ting
plans for the island, the Support Service Project, as part of the wider Transformation Project, has
given us a clear indication of the potential for our business ... in opportunities and capabilities. We

look forward to a glowing and growing futurefor everyone, 0 he said.

Commissioner Wendy Campana is very pleased to see the hard work of so many people paying off.
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Ailt is fantastic to watch | ocal busi nestpregamamdder t ake

come out of it with such enthusiasm and confidence to move forward in the manner that these three

businesses have, d Ms Campana said.
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AThe approach used isbangadaptes soRhatlitgan bepextended ta ather industry
groups for developments that will to begininthenext t hree to five years,

everyone. 0

0
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